
A Durban girl, Sam went to Chelsea 
Primary, then Northlands Girls 
High.  When Sam was twenty her ex 
won tickets to Portugal in an M-Net 
competition, which saw the couple 
go first to Portugal then on to London 
where Sam lived for 15 years.

“My first job in London was for a 
waste management company based in 
Ladbroke Grove. My employers were 
all ‘shady’ and during my four years 
working there I was introduced to 
many attorneys and advocates which 
piqued my interest in the law.      

“When I was 28, I was retrenched 
and this allowed me register for an 
LLB full time and to work part time 
for a firm of attorneys.  My London 
articles focused on Personal Injury 
Law.  When I came back to South 
Africa, having missed my family and 
the South African lifestyle, my degree 
wasn’t recognised.  I did my second 
degree through UNISA part time 
while doing full time articles focussing 
on conveyancing and sectional title.

“I graduated on 23 May 2013 and was 
admitted as an attorney the following 
day.” 

Sam says the property market is 
busy right now with lots of lower and 
middle income families getting into 
the market now while bond rates are 
low. Many people are also undertaking 
renovations and extensions to their 
homes, resulting in further bonds.

Sam, who has a son of 26 teaching 
English in Vietnam, looks after her 
grandson Tommy, as well as four dogs, 
two cats and a rat.  

Three years ago Sam and husband, 
Paul did a three week offroad 
motorbike tour from Durban to Port 
Elizabeth.

GETTING TO
KNOW OUR LEADERS

Meet Director, Samantha van 
Rooyen, who heads up DMF’s 

busy conveyancing depart-
ment and is a mum, gran, 
animal lover, avid reader 
and fearless adventurer.
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March’s Staff Members

OF THE MONTH

Triple Winners of Staff Member 
of the Month

DMF is proud to announce a three-way tie for 
Staff Member of the Month of March.

Jarrod Robert, Articled Clerk who won last month, 
shares the title this month with fellow Articled Clerk, 
Jason Klaasen, who joined our team at the beginning 
of the year, and Debbie Coetzee, our new bookkeeper 
who joined us on 22 February and is already making an 
impact.

Jason Klaasen is an avid gym goer – but his focus is 
on weightlifting. His sporting achievements include 
captaining the first rugby team at Maritzburg College 
and later at UCT, where he studied. He also played for 
the Sharks Under 21 rugby team.

What we know about Debbie Coetzee is that she talks 
to herself. Colleagues sitting near to her often reply 
to a question or remark, not knowing if she is having 
an internal staff meeting or talking to them! Debbie 
is married to Risef and has a son Matthew. Matthew 
competed in the mixed martial arts SA Champs on 9 
April and won his category. Debbie has two four legged 
‘boys’ (rottweilers), who she spoils terribly and shares 
her bed with.

What we have learnt about Jarrod since the last issue, 
is that he worked as a restaurant manager before 
joining DMF and has also been involved in music.

Congratulations!

APRIL                    Prinal Reddy - 16 April

Do you recognise any traits associated with her star sign?

Like their fellow fire signs, Leo and Sagittarius, Aries is a passionate, motivated, 
and confident leader who builds community with their cheerful disposition and 
relentless determination. Uncomplicated and direct in their approach, they often 
get frustrated by exhaustive details and unnecessary nuances.

Wishing you all the best for the year ahead!

We have an Aries in our midst.

From left to right: Jason Klaasen (articled clerk), Debbie Coetzee 
(Bookkeeper), Jarrod Robert (articled clerk).



CONGRATULATIONS

LET’S GET SOCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS

We have stepped up activity on 
our social media pages as part of 
our marketing drive. Check out 
our Facebook and Linked in pages 
every Monday and please like and 
share our posts to help us grow 
awareness of DMF.

We have a proud history and a 
strong dynamic team. Please keep 
your eyes and ears open for news 
of people and events - even share 
your opinions and perspectives on 
developments in our profession to 
help keep us all in the know.

1 Knightsbridge, 16 Westville Road, Westville.

 031 267 7700     www.dmfinc.co.za

Best wishes to Jenna Phillips on her engagement to Clint.

On 17 March Clint got down on one knee, while their daughter Aurora was sleeping 
and asked Jenna to be his wife.

In the morning, Aurora was so excited yet disappointed, because her daddy never gave 
her a pretty ring.

Jen will soon be leaving us. We wish the family every happiness.
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